Advocacy: A Celebration in Verse
By Tom Frieberg, Catholic Volunteer Network Board Chair
Author’s Note: On a recent visit to Durham, NC for Catholic Volunteer Network’ annual conference, I learned there was a unique historic site just a short walk from the hotel.  Durham's African-American Heritage Guide identified 124 W. Main Street as the former site of a Woolworth's lunch counter where Martin Luther King, Jr. first publically endorsed direct, nonviolent confrontation with segregation laws.  But when I walked over to the site and found no indication of that remarkable history, I was moved to write this poem.
Here Stood a Building 

No marker, no marker at 124!
No plaque on the Main Street door.
No statue or stone to tell the tale
of a crucial early step on his way to jail.

Here stood a building where King was moved to agree
with friends who'd been less patient than he.
Faced with hatred and bigotry,
refusal of removal was now ministry.
Saying yes to saying no
could sometimes be the way to go.

Human rights were civil rights
were
breakfast, lunch and dinner rights.

Counter this evil with all your worth.
Don't budge from the counter
of your local Woolworth.
Git' in then sit-in,
don't even think of quittin’

Until grilled cheese and milkshakes
and coffee and pie
aren't against the rules,
and blacks and whites break bread together
on those padded, swivel stools.

Yes, put up a marker of moral insistence,
a monument honoring non-violent resistance.
Post a message for the next generation:
Here sat a people of graced determination.
