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Five Ways to Promote Your Program Using the Catholic Volunteer Network Facebook Page
By Katie Mulembe, Catholic Volunteer Network Membership and Recruitment Coordinator
In February, Facebook announced that the site had passed the 400 million user mark. Given that the site’s primary purpose is connecting individuals, we believe an important recruitment and marketing tactic is to increase our Facebook presence. We are happy to tell you that the Catholic Volunteer Network page is drawing in heavy traffic in recent months and the number of fans is consistently on the rise. Fans include former, current, and future volunteers, program staff, campus ministers, and other interested individuals. As we continue to enhance our presence on the site, we invite you to be a part of this growing community. Here are a few ways you can get involved: 

Post about upcoming events
Let the Facebook community know about your upcoming fundraisers, discernment weekends, campus recruitment events, or any other events you have planned. This is an easy way to gain additional publicity (and it’s free!)

Remind potential volunteers about your approaching application deadlines
Draw extra attention to your program by announcing your application deadlines. Visitors to the page will be more likely to click through to your website if they know that there is a way they can get involved with your program.

Share photos of your volunteers in action
Did you know that more than three billion photos are uploaded to Facebook each month? (For more Facebook statistics, check out http://www.facebook.com/press/info.php?statistics.) Posting photos is an easy way to show off your volunteers. Remember to tag your volunteers in the photos you post, this will spark interest from their Facebook friends and draw more traffic to the page.  

Respond to posts from potential volunteers
Potential volunteers often post questions on our wall asking how they can find a volunteer program. Feel free to share with them about your program and let them know how they can get involved in the good work your volunteers are doing. 

Let the community know what recruitment events you are attending
We use the page to share about recruitment events Catholic Volunteer Network will be represented at. If your program is also planning to be at these events, let the community know. 

Many of these ideas can be applied to your own program’s Facebook page. If you don’t have a page yet, this link will help you create one: http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/create.php. You might be surprised to find out how easy it is to get started. 

Click here to start promoting your program on the Catholic Volunteer Network page: http://www.facebook.com/#!/catholicvolunteernetwork.org?ref=ts. And don’t forget to become a fan! 
