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Olancho Aid Foundation

The Olancho Aid Foundation is a 
Catholic, 501(c)(3) that focuses on 
creating a sustainable community 
where families stay well, stay 
together and have the choice to 
stay at home in Olancho, 
Honduras. 

ÅFounded in 1991 

ÅBilingual educational offering 
Pre-K-12, special needs school, 
college preparatory high school

Å68 water purification projects

ÅExpanding ecological mission: 
Reforesting our Common Home

http://www.olanchoaid.org/


The Call to Go Forth
άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ 
the world! How much has been done in these first years of the third 
millennium to raise people out of extreme poverty! I know that you 
share my conviction that much more still needs to be done, and that 
in times of crisis and economic hardship a spirit of global solidarity 
must not be lost. At the sametime I would encourage you to keep in 
mind all those people around us who are trapped in a cycle of 
poverty. They too need to be given hope. The fight against poverty 
and hunger must be fought constantly and on many fronts, 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎΦέ-Pope Francis

Address to the Congress of the United States of America  

September 24, 2015



Our Field Hospital

Juticalpa, Honduras Challenges

Å Poverty
Å Climate instability
Å Lack of potable 

water/privatization of water
Å Lack of economic opportunities
Å Inconsistent electrical power



Our Model
U.S. Board of Directors with 

Volunteers Honduran Employees (125+)

Fall 2019 Volunteers



Our Traditional Mission Trip Model

U.S. Participants Results

Å Long term relationships with 
faith communities 

Å Annual mission trips

Å Youth groups

Å Source of traditional 
volunteers

Å Financial contributions



Family mission experiences often led to individuals returning as volunteers. 



Our Traditional Volunteer Model- Individual 
Recruiting in U.S.

Å Catholic Volunteer Network

Å Colleges and Universities

Å Word-of mouth



Factors influencing drop in volunteers


